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Public Policy Process on GMOs
Genetically modified organisms have sparked a debate that has remained contentious up to date. Two factions are torn between the arguments on whether the GMOs are safe for humans or are used to advance the wealth creation for the large corporations involved in this business. As such, the public is torn on what they can believe. However, public administrators and professional legislators have a role in ensuring that this confusion ends, or at least the people have a better understanding of the issue's true perspective. This essay highlights how professional legislators and public administrators can help enhance transparent scientific discussions on GMOs based on the six-step public policy process.
Agenda Setting
This is the first process or phase in public policy in which the policymakers identify the problem that needs to be addressed. Before a policy is enacted or created, there must be a problem that it seeks to address. For professional legislators and public administrators, there is a need to understand and examine GMOs' issues that need to be addressed in the policy. In the past discussions, people have been discussing the impacts of GMOs without necessarily focusing on the problem, which can be addressed through the public policy process. If it is the GMOs' safety standards, the legislators need to identify and base their discussions on that point.
Policy Formation
This is the second process where solutions to the problem are argued and shaped. As Knill and Tosun (2008) explain, this process is characterized by vigorous negotiation between the various stakeholders. As a professional legislator or a public administrator, one's role is to make contributions that seek to promote understanding of the GMOs. Whether it is the argument about the pros or cons of GMOs, the discussion should appear clear and transparent, supported by data and logical reasoning, and not just opinions influenced by other outside factors.
Policy Legitimation
This process involves the public viewing the policy as legal and authoritative. Gaining legitimacy involves taking the policy through the legislative process where the legislators will discuss and pass it if it is deemed fit for the people. However, a lot of factors may influence this process, which can inhibit the legitimacy and transparency of the policy. Professional legislators and public administrators are not just politicians swayed by personal interest groups, but scientific data should sway their opinions. The legitimacy of the policy is good when the public is willing to accept it. Legislators have a responsibility to make good public policies and address the concerns that they may have regarding the GMOs. It is true that some of the GMO products are harmful and not safe for people, but these are the area that legislators need to address to eliminate the harmful impacts while retaining the benefits. Scientific data has shown that GMOs have the potential to minimize some of the social challenges like poverty and food shortage through insect resistance, herbicide, and drought-tolerant crops (Azadi et al., 2016). However, it should also be noted that there are dangers that need to be addressed, such as intellectual property for small farmers and socioeconomic and environmental safety issues (Azadi et al., 2016).
Policy Implementation
The implementation process is where the policy is put into action. This is where public administrators' role is majorly depicted. At this point, the responsibility has passed from the policymakers or legislators and shifted to implementers. Public administrators can encourage and enhance a transparent scientific discussion through genuine and honest contributions of how the policy implementation will impact the public.
Policy Evaluation
After a policy has been implemented, its evaluation becomes critical to determine its effectiveness in achieving the desired goals. As Buaitti et al. (2013) explain, the focus on GM crops' risks can draw attention away from its potential benefits. Therefore, public administrators and professional legislators need to determine how to evaluate the outcomes effectively and share the outcomes with the public and other relevant institutions. This, however, should be guided by honest and genuine discussion and supported by facts.
Policy Maintenance, Succession or Termination
Once the policies are implemented, they need to be gauged periodically to determine their relevance and use. As Pielke (2007) explains, a successful public policymaking process translates the policies into potential benefits for every citizen. As the world continues to face challenges ranging from increasing poverty rate to food shortage, GMOs present the potential benefits for all. Castillo et al. (2017) explain that the emerging biotechnological approaches like GM crops and livestock present farmers with great potential and opportunities to maximize their yields and improve their living standards. The role of the public administrator and legislators is to translate these potential benefits and opportunities that the GM farming approach presents beneficial laws and regulations for every member of the society.  Implementing such a substantial change may not be easy, but with political goodwill and desire to see a better society, it is very much likely that it can be achieved. The policy maintenance, succession, or termination is crucial for both legislators and public administrators because this is where most policies, especially the good ones, deteriorate and end up being terminated. The policymakers can easily shift their goals, values, and priorities, or even beliefs, but as a public administrator and professional legislators, these changes should not inhibit the implementation of good policies that may help in alleviating the socio-economic challenges the world faces today. 
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